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1. Letter from the Secretary General

Dear All,

It is my utmost privilege to welcome you to HASALMUN’26. As the Secretary General, I am honored to invite you to a conference of rigorous debate and to the pursuit for collaborative solutions to the most pressing challenges of today.

We gather at a time when the complexities of international relations require more than just superficial understanding. Today’s leaders must navigate a world where the historical precedents are met with unprecedented modern crises.

Whether you are steering protocols in the General Assembly or responding to the demand of a crises, your role these couple of days will be vital.

We as the Secretariat have worked tirelessly to ensure that this conference is everything you expected, and more.

As you prepare for your positions and refine your resolutions, I encourage you to approach each session with courage and the intent to collaborate. I look forward to seeing the spirited dialogues and fruitful debates you will bring to our conference.

With warmest regards,



Duru Oral
Secretary General













[bookmark: _k9qkfs496o7c]2. Letter from the Under-Secretary-General
[bookmark: _k53gh62e3ubf]Distinguished Delegates,
It is a huge honor for me to welcome you all to this session of our committee. As the Under-Secretary-General, I have spent a lot of time thinking about what makes a MUN conference actually meaningful, and I truly believe it comes down to the energy and the passion you bring into the room. We aren't just here to follow a set of rules or to win awards, we are here to tackle some of the most complex and dangerous problems facing our world today. The Eastern Mediterranean is a perfect example of that. It is a region where history, energy, and national pride are all clashing at once, and it requires a special kind of leadership to find a way forward.
My expectation from all of you is not just to know your country’s policy, but to be brave enough to look for solutions that no one has thought of yet. Diplomacy is often about finding that tiny bit of common ground in a sea of disagreement, and I am confident that you have the skills to do exactly that. Please remember that my team and I are here to support you throughout this entire journey. We want this to be a place where you can grow, challenge yourselves, and most importantly, feel the weight of the responsibility that comes with global leadership. I am very much looking forward to seeing the debates unfold and hearing the ideas you will bring to the table.
Best of luck to you all,
Arda Kılıç 
Under-Secretary-General

[bookmark: _vhp366pnac85]3. Letter from the Academic Assistant
Dear Delegates,
Welcome to what I believe will be one of the most intense and interesting committees of this conference. My name is [İsim], and as your Academic Assistant, I have been working closely on the research and the structure of this study guide to make sure you have everything you need to succeed. The topic of energy security in the Eastern Mediterranean is a massive puzzle with a lot of moving parts, and at first, it might feel a bit overwhelming. You have laws, warships, gas fields, and centuries of political grudges all mixed together, but that is exactly what makes it so exciting to research and debate.
My advice to you as you prepare is to look deep into the case studies and the key issues we have provided. Don't just stay on the surface. Try to understand the "why" behind the actions of each country, because in this region, nothing happens by accident. I will be right there with you during the sessions to help with any academic questions or procedural confusion you might have. My goal is to make sure the level of debate stays high and that everyone feels empowered to contribute, whether it is your first conference or your tenth. I honestly cannot wait to see how you handle the crises we have prepared for you.
See you in the committee room,
Yunus Emre Ergin
Academic Assistant








[bookmark: _9xjxjnjps0ix]4. Introduction to the Committee
[bookmark: _lt4d816cobhl]4.1 About the International Energy Agency (IEA)
The IEA actually goes back to 1974, and it was pretty much created as a panic response to the 1973 oil crisis. Back then, developed countries realized just how fragile they were when the oil stopped flowing, so they needed a watchdog to make sure they wouldn't get caught off guard again. For a long time, their only real job was managing emergency oil stocks. But obviously, the world isn't the same as it was in the seventies. Nowadays, the IEA has turned into the main voice for everything energy-related, whether we’re talking about climate change or how energy prices are messing with global economies.
Think of the agency as a huge brain for governments to pick. They aren't just obsessed with oil anymore. They’re looking at the big picture now, like how to keep power grids stable and where we’re going to get the minerals for electric cars and new tech. Because energy is basically the fuel for national power, the IEA tries to get countries to actually talk to each other instead of just fighting over resources. At the end of the day, they’re just trying to keep the lights on and make sure the transition to clean energy doesn't crash the global economy in the process.
[bookmark: _5wdzz1wq1g4x]4.2 Role of the Committee
In this committee, we’re dealing with a situation that is honestly more about messy politics than it is about actual energy. The discovery of these massive gas fields in the Eastern Mediterranean has basically turned the whole area into a giant chessboard. You have regional powers and massive corporations all trying to grab a piece of the pie. Our job here isn't just to look at the technical stuff like how deep a pipeline goes. We need to figure out if these resources are going to be a reason for countries to finally cooperate, or if they’re just going to be the next big reason for a conflict.
As delegates, you’re going to have to deal with what’s called the "Energy Trilemma." It’s basically a balancing act between keeping energy secure, making sure people can actually afford it, and not destroying the planet at the same time. The IEA expects a bit more from us than just reading off a script. We need you to come up with a real, workable plan that deals with maritime borders and sharing resources without causing a massive blowout in the markets. We’re here to see if national pride can actually step aside for collective security, or if the reality of the Mediterranean is just too complicated for that.


[bookmark: _ec2y0k8zbm21]5. Overview of the Agenda
[bookmark: _vcucopmxw1ur]5.1 What is the Energy Crisis?
Whenever someone mentions an "energy crisis," the first thing that usually pops into our heads is the price at the gas station or the shock of seeing a massive electricity bill at the end of the month. While those things are definitely part of the mess, the real definition of an energy crisis goes a lot deeper than just things getting more expensive. At its heart, an energy crisis is what happens when there is a massive gap between how much energy people want and how much is actually available. It can also happen when the supply chain gets so shaky that it starts to threaten how our society even functions on a daily basis. Looking back at history, these crises aren't just random accidents. They’re usually kicked off by wars, sudden diplomatic fallout, or even just industrial growth moving way faster than our ability to find new energy sources.
To really get what’s going on today, you have to look at how every country is basically plugged into the same global grid. Back in the day, a crisis might have stayed in one region and stayed there, but in our world, a shortage in one country ripples through the whole international market almost instantly. This is mostly because our economies are built on this idea of "just-in-time" energy. We don’t just need power; we need it to be steady, cheap, and easy to get. When countries start having political fights, they often start using their energy exports as a weapon. This takes a simple supply problem and turns it into a full-blown national security nightmare. It’s not just about fuel anymore; it’s about survival and power.
On top of all that, the current crisis is being made even more complicated by the push for green energy. While everyone is trying to move away from fossil fuels to stop climate change, the reality is that we still depend on them for almost everything in our daily lives and industries. This transition phase is honestly a very dangerous spot to be in. If we stop putting money into traditional energy before the green stuff is actually ready to take over, any tiny glitch in the old system causes a huge shock. That’s pretty much exactly where we are right now. We are stuck between an old world that’s falling apart and a new world that isn't strong enough to carry us yet. This gap is where the "crisis" lives. It’s forcing countries to fight over whatever resources are left just to make sure their economies don't just shut down overnight.

[bookmark: _i7x4tv2cgfau]5.2 Importance of the Eastern Mediterranean
The Eastern Mediterranean has moved really fast from being just a quiet corner of the map to being one of the most important places on Earth. This didn't just happen by luck. It started because of these massive discoveries of natural gas under the sea floor, like the Leviathan and Zohr fields. These finds completely changed the logic for every single country in the area. Suddenly, nations that used to spend all their money importing energy realized they were sitting on top of a gold mine worth billions. But even though this promised a lot of wealth, it also acted like a match thrown into a powder keg. It brought back old maritime arguments that had been bubbling under the surface for decades, but now with a lot more intensity because there is so much money involved.
The reason this region matters so much isn't just because of the gas itself, but because of its location. The Eastern Mediterranean is basically the crossroads where Europe, Asia, and Africa all meet. For countries in Europe, which are desperately trying to find new energy sources so they don't have to rely on just one or two suppliers, this area is a total lifeline. If this gas can actually be pulled out of the ground and sent through pipelines like the EastMed project, it would rewrite the energy map of the entire continent. It would mean more competition, lower prices, and more importantly, countries wouldn't feel like they are being held hostage by their energy suppliers anymore.
But the "importance" of the region is also about the friction it creates. Since many of the borders in these waters are either messy or just flat-out ignored by neighbors, every new gas discovery is a potential reason for a fight. We’re watching a situation where energy needs are crashing head-first into national pride and sovereignty. We see countries sending their navies to follow drilling ships around, and regional groups forming just to make sure certain rivals are left out of the deal. It’s like a smaller version of the global struggle for resources. The stakes are so high that countries are willing to risk huge diplomatic disasters just to make sure they get their piece of the pie.
From a global perspective, the Eastern Mediterranean is like a lab experiment for how we’re going to handle resource fights in the 21st century. If the international community can actually find a way to make everyone work together here, it could be a model for other places like the South China Sea. But if it fails and the region turns into an actual conflict zone over these gas fields, it will just make the global energy crisis even worse. It would prove that when resources are on the line, international laws and treaties usually get tossed out the window in favor of national interests. For the IEA, this place is a top priority because its stability is tied directly to the stability of the entire global market. What happens in these waters will tell us if the next decade is going to be about people working together or a new era of resource wars that no one really wins.



[bookmark: _nknfe6nesem4]6. Background Information 
[bookmark: _l5u1g5rdbqrh] 6.1 Discovery of Energy Resources
As you start to look into how the Eastern Mediterranean turned into this huge, messy headache, it’s honestly kind of a joke how for so long, basically nobody thought there was anything valuable down there. For years and years, the whole region was just seen as a nice place for a boat trip or a history lesson. All the big global energy giants were way too busy pouring their billions into the North Sea or the Persian Gulf. They just kind of assumed that the Mediterranean was "dry" and didn't even bother checking. But then we got into the early 2000s, and the whole situation just flipped upside down. It turns out there was this whole world of resources hiding right under everyone’s noses that had been ignored for far too long.
The real "oh wow" moment, the point where the whole energy math of the area changed for good, was back in 2009. That was when they found a big gas field called Tamar right off the coast of Israel. People were excited, sure, but I don't think they realized it was just the start of a massive wave. Only a year later, in 2010, the Leviathan field was discovered. Now, Leviathan wasn't just a normal find; it was an absolute monster of a gas field. It was so big that it completely changed the way Israel had to think about its own survival. They went from having to buy energy from everyone else to suddenly having enough to actually sell it to their neighbors. This got the attention of every single energy firm on the planet almost instantly. Suddenly, you had all these companies rushing to the region because they realized the sea floor was basically a giant gold mine that everyone had missed for centuries.
Then, in 2015, the Zohr field was found in Egyptian waters, and that just took the whole thing to a totally different level of crazy. Zohr is officially the biggest gas discovery ever made in the Mediterranean, no contest. It was so massive that it basically saved Egypt’s economy from a total energy collapse right when they needed it most. After that, Cyprus started getting in on the action too, finding things like the Aphrodite and Calypso fields. Every single time a new drill hit a gas pocket, you could literally feel the tension in the region getting higher and higher.
The timing of all of this was also a huge deal. This "blue gold" was discovered right when countries in Europe were starting to get really, really stressed out about where their energy was coming from. For European leaders, the Mediterranean looked like a literal lifeline, a way to finally stop being so dependent on just one or two big suppliers. But the thing is, getting this gas out is not like just sticking a straw in the ground. These fields are thousands of meters deep, under massive pressure, in parts of the ocean that are incredibly hard to work in. It takes a ridiculous amount of money and years of hard work to get anything out. And to do that, you really need everyone to just get along. But as we’ve seen, "getting along" is the last thing that happens in the Mediterranean when there is this much money sitting on the table.
[bookmark: _u3g37fgnrp6v]6.2 Origins of the Disputes
To be totally honest, if you want to understand why everyone is fighting so much right now, you have to realize that it’s not really even about the gas itself. The gas is just the latest reason for countries to bring up old arguments that have been going on for hundreds of years. The Eastern Mediterranean is basically like a very small, very crowded room where everyone is trying to claim the best seat on the couch at the same time. You have Turkey, Greece, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, and Libya all packed into this one area, and everyone has a completely different idea of where the borders should actually be.
The main "law" that people always bring up is called UNCLOS, which is the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. Usually, a country can claim an Exclusive Economic Zone, or EEZ, that goes out about 200 miles from the coast. But the Mediterranean is so narrow that you can’t even go 100 miles in most directions without running into your neighbor’s backyard. This leads to all these messy, overlapping claims where three or four countries think they own the same piece of water. The biggest fight is definitely the one between Turkey, Greece, and Cyprus. This whole mess is tied to the "Cyprus Problem" and a long history of bad blood between Athens and Ankara that goes back way further than most people even realize.
Turkey hasn't actually signed the UNCLOS agreement, and they have their own very specific way of drawing the lines. Their main point is that islands shouldn't get a full maritime zone if they are just sitting on the continental shelf of a much bigger country. From Turkey’s point of view, they have this massive coastline, but they feel like they are being trapped and boxed in by these tiny Greek islands that are sitting right next to their shore. They honestly feel like they are being robbed of their fair share of the sea. On the other side, Greece and Cyprus say that the rules are the rules, and that an island has just as much right to the water as any piece of mainland. This has created a total deadlock where nobody is willing to move even an inch. We are seeing warships being sent out just to protect drilling boats, and it is honestly kind of scary how close we’ve come to a real military accident.
Then you have the whole situation with Libya, which just made everything about ten times more confusing than it already was. A few years back, Turkey and the government in Tripoli signed a deal that basically drew a giant diagonal line across the whole sea. This line totally ignored big Greek islands like Crete and Rhodes, acting like they weren't even there on the map. This move absolutely blew up the diplomatic world. Greece and Egypt were so angry that they went and signed their own deal that cut right through the Turkish one. It is just a total disaster of lines on a map, and none of them actually fit together at all.
Even Lebanon and Israel were fighting over a small triangle of water for decades because they thought there was gas there. They actually managed to sign a deal recently, which was a huge shock to everyone, but it just shows how much the need for energy can force people to finally sit down and talk. But for most other countries, that kind of cooperation feels like it’s a million miles away.
At the end of the day, these disputes are really about national pride and who is going to be the "big boss" of the region for the next century. The gas just made the stakes feel very real and very expensive. When there are billions of dollars under the waves, countries aren't just going to be nice and let it go. They are going to fight for it. For the IEA, this is a massive headache because as long as everyone is arguing about borders, no company wants to risk building the pipelines we need. The gas just stays stuck under the waves while the world’s energy crisis just keeps getting worse. The roots of these fights are very old and very deep, and the discovery of resources just gave everyone a very expensive reason to stop being polite and start getting aggressive again.









[bookmark: _j3jvys4bpnj]7. Current Situation
[bookmark: _ramchjl9hz6a]7.1 Recent Developments
When we look at what is happening in the Eastern Mediterranean right now, it is pretty clear that things have moved way past just being a local argument. Over the last couple of years, the whole situation has basically been shoved back into the global spotlight because of the massive mess going on with global energy markets. Ever since the war in Ukraine started, the pressure on Europe to find literally any other source of gas besides Russia has gone through the roof. This has turned the Mediterranean from a regional "problem child" into a vital lifeline that everyone is suddenly obsessed with again.
One of the biggest recent shifts has been the formation of the East Mediterranean Gas Forum, or the EMGF. On paper, it sounds like a great idea where countries like Egypt, Greece, Cyprus, Israel, and even Italy get together to coordinate how to get the gas to market. But the elephant in the room is Turkey. Turkey is not part of this club, and they honestly see it as a "gang" of nations trying to push them out of their own waters. In response, we have seen some really intense naval posturing. It’s not uncommon anymore to see warships shadowing drilling vessels or fighter jets buzzing around disputed zones. It feels like a giant game of chicken where nobody wants to blink first because they don't want to look weak at home.
We also have to talk about the crazy deal making that is going on. For example, Israel and Lebanon actually managed to sign a maritime border deal recently, which was a huge shock to everyone since they are technically enemies. It was a rare moment where the need for money and energy actually beat out decades of old hatred. But on the other side of the map, the situation between Turkey and Libya is still incredibly messy. Their agreement to basically split the sea in half is still being rejected by almost everyone else, but they aren't backing down. This has led to a situation where the region is full of these "overlapping" alliances that make it almost impossible for a single pipeline project to get off the ground without someone getting sued or threatened.
Another thing that is really changing the game right now is the rise of Floating Liquefied Natural Gas (FLNG) technology. In the past, you needed massive, expensive pipelines to move gas, which meant you had to get everyone on the route to agree. But with FLNG, you can basically process the gas right there in the middle of the sea and ship it anywhere in the world on a tanker. This is giving some countries a way to bypass the political drama of pipelines, but it’s still super expensive and doesn't solve the underlying border fights. The bottom line is that the region is currently stuck in a cycle of finding more gas but not being able to move it because the politics are just too broken.
[bookmark: _fhv0rdc60lo8]7.2 Why It Matters
You might be wondering, okay, why does a MUN committee or the rest of the world care so much about a bunch of gas under a sea that most people only visit for vacation? The truth is that what happens in these waters is going to decide a lot more than just the price of heating in Europe. It is actually a huge test for how the world handles resources when things get desperate. If we can't figure out a way to share gas in a small place like the Mediterranean, how are we ever going to handle bigger disputes in the South China Sea or the Arctic?
First off, it matters because of global energy security. We are currently living through a period where energy is being used as a literal weapon. When one country can turn off the lights in another country just by closing a valve, that is a massive security problem. The Eastern Mediterranean has enough gas to break some of those monopolies. If this gas starts flowing steadily into Europe and the Middle East, it changes the balance of power. It makes countries less vulnerable to being bullied by their suppliers. But as long as the disputes continue, that gas is just sitting there doing nothing, which is honestly a tragedy when you think about how many people are struggling with energy costs right now.
Secondly, this is about the survival of the international "rules based order" that everyone likes to talk about. If a country can just ignore international law and use its navy to claim whatever it wants, then the law doesn't really mean anything. The Mediterranean is a place where UNCLOS and other treaties are being tested every single day. If we let the situation descend into "might makes right," then we are basically going back to the 19th century where the biggest navy gets the biggest prize. That is a very dangerous path for the world to take in the 21st century.
There is also the environmental side of things, which we can't just ignore. The world is trying to move toward green energy, but we are in this awkward middle phase where we still need gas to keep things running while we build more wind and solar. Gas is seen as a "bridge fuel" because it’s cleaner than coal or oil. If the Mediterranean gas can help countries move away from coal faster, it’s a win for the planet. But if the disputes lead to oil spills or environmental damage because of unregulated drilling or military accidents, it’s a total disaster.
Finally, it matters because of the human element. These aren't just lines on a map; they are about the economies of millions of people. For countries like Egypt or Lebanon, these resources could be the difference between a failing economy and a prosperous future. For Cyprus and Greece, it’s about their right to their own natural heritage. When you have this much at stake, the risk of a real, shooting war becomes very real. We’ve seen how fast things can escalate. All it takes is one captain on a warship making a bad call, and suddenly we aren't talking about gas prices anymore, we’re talking about casualties. For the IEA, the goal is to prevent that by finding a way to make the economics work so well that fighting becomes the stupidest option available. We want to turn these resources from a reason to fight into a reason to finally sit down and work together.




8. Main Countries Involved
[bookmark: _sl9aw6qdjufm]8.1 Turkey
Turkey’s whole situation in the Eastern Mediterranean is honestly about a lot more than just finding some gas to burn in power plants or factories. For the government in Ankara, this has turned into a huge point of national pride and a feeling that they are being completely pushed around in their own backyard, which is something they just aren't going to accept. Turkey has the longest coastline in the entire region, so when they see these maritime maps being drawn up by Greece and Cyprus, they basically see a giant attempt to trap them inside a tiny little area of water. They feel like they are being boxed in, and that is exactly where the Mavi Vatan or Blue Homeland thing comes from. It is basically their way of saying to the world that they won't just sit back and watch while everyone else divides up the sea and leaves them with basically nothing at all.
From the Turkish perspective, the idea that a tiny island like Meis can claim a huge maritime zone just doesn't make any sense. Meis is so close to the Turkish coast that you could almost swim there, but it is hundreds of miles away from Athens, so Turkey sees this as a legal loophole being used to rob them of their rights. Since Turkey never signed the UNCLOS treaty, they don't feel like they have to follow rules that they think were written just to help islands at the expense of big mainland countries. This is why they keep sending out warships to escort their drilling vessels. They are making it very clear that if there is going to be any energy activity in these waters, they have to be a part of it or it just won't happen. It is a very tough, very loud stance, and they really don't seem like they are in the mood to back down even an inch right now.


[bookmark: _kiftzls1c93i]8.2 Greece
Greece is looking at this from a completely different angle, and for them, it is all about the literal letter of the law. Athens firmly believes that the UNCLOS rules are the only thing that matters here, and those rules say that islands have their own rights to the sea just like any mainland territory does. To Greece, Turkey’s arguments aren't just annoying; they are a direct and serious threat to Greek sovereignty. They aren't just worried about the gas itself; they are worried that if they give up even an inch of water around one small island, Turkey will start questioning who owns the islands themselves. This makes the whole energy debate feel like a fight for survival for the Greek people, and you can really see that in how they handle their diplomacy.
To deal with this, Greece has been working overtime to make as many friends as they possibly can. They’ve been building these really tight alliances with Egypt, Israel, and even countries like Saudi Arabia that aren't even in the Mediterranean. Their strategy is pretty simple: they want to show the world that they are the "good guys" who follow international law, while Turkey is the "troublemaker" that just ignores the rules whenever they want. They really want the EastMed pipeline to happen because it would make Greece the main gatekeeper for energy entering Europe. But there is also a lot of anxiety in Athens. They know their navy isn't as big as Turkey’s, so they are constantly leaning on the European Union and the United States for help. Every time a Turkish ship gets too close to a Greek island, the whole country goes on high alert. It is a very tense way to live, and they are spending a massive amount of money on new weapons just to be ready.
[bookmark: _eem5q4nieuhk]8.3 Cyprus
Cyprus is probably in the most tragic position out of everyone, honestly. The island has been split in two for fifty years now, and this gas discovery has just added another layer of mess to a situation that was already broken. You have the Republic of Cyprus in the south, which is an EU member and the one actually signing contracts with big companies like ExxonMobil. But then you have the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, which only Turkey recognizes, and they want their share of the money. Turkey says they are protecting the rights of the Turkish Cypriots, basically arguing that the Greek Cypriots shouldn't be allowed to act like they own the island's resources all by themselves.
For the people in Cyprus, the gas was supposed to be a gift that would finally fix their economy and bring some stability. Instead, it has turned their coast into a parking lot for foreign warships. Cyprus doesn't even have a navy, so they are basically just hoping that by bringing in big American or French energy companies, Turkey will be too scared to interfere. It is a huge gamble, and it is a stressful one. They are stuck in the middle of a giant tug-of-war between Ankara and Athens. They have all this wealth right under their feet, but they can't really touch it because the politics are so toxic. It’s like being hungry and having a fridge full of food but not being allowed to open it because your neighbors are fighting over the key. They are essentially a hostage to a much bigger game that they have almost no control over.
[bookmark: _wrib955ajz3p]8.4 Other Relevant Actors
Then you have the other players who are trying to find their own way through this disaster. Egypt is actually the one doing the best right now. They have the massive Zohr field and they have the plants ready to turn gas into liquid to ship it out on boats. Egypt wants to be the main energy hub of the region, and they are being very smart about it by working with everyone except Turkey. For them, it’s all about the money and keeping their country stable after everything they've been through. Then there is Israel, which went from having no energy to having more than they know Ne to do with. They are being very careful, trying to export their gas while staying out of the fights between Turkey and Greece as much as possible.
Of course, the big outsiders like the US and the EU are also stuck in the middle of this. The European Union is in a tough spot because they need the gas to replace Russian supplies, but they also have to support their members, Greece and Cyprus. They don't want to start an actual war with Turkey because Turkey is still a huge part of NATO. The US is trying to act like a referee in a game where everyone is trying to cheat. They want the gas to flow and they want peace, but it’s incredibly difficult. When you add in the huge oil companies who are terrified of their rigs getting caught in a crossfire, you get a situation that is just a giant mess. It is a high-stakes game of poker where everyone thinks they have the winning hand and nobody wants to fold.











[bookmark: _ejozwxsa4vlx]9. Case Study 
[bookmark: _vfyjbhr3xr4l]When you actually sit down and peel back the layers of the Eastern Mediterranean crisis, you quickly realize this isn't some academic exercise or a boring legal spat over maritime maps. It’s way more visceral than that. We are talking about modern warships, billions of dollars in "stranded" assets, and a level of military friction that Europe hasn't really had to deal with in a long, long time. If you want to know why this committee feels like a pressure cooker right now, you have to look at the specific moments where the world almost watched two allies go to war. These aren't just footnotes in a report. They are part of a dangerous, escalating pattern that we need to fix before a single mistake becomes a catastrophe.
[bookmark: _ula5kdwio9y9]9.1 The Saipem 12000 Standoff (February 2018)
The first real "wait, is this actually happening?" moment hit us in early 2018. It was the day the rules of the game changed for every energy board room in the world. The Italian giant Eni had a green light from the Republic of Cyprus to start looking for gas in "Block 3." They sent out the Saipem 12000, a beast of a drillship, top-tier tech. For Rome and Nicosia, this was supposed to be business as usual.
But then, the Turkish Navy showed up. They didn’t just send a polite radio message; they literally put their warships in the ship’s path. The official excuse was "military maneuvers," but let’s be real: nobody believed that. Ankara was effectively shouting from the rooftops that you cannot ignore the Turkish Cypriots and expect to drill in peace. This was a massive pivot point. It was the first time in recent memory that a sovereign military physically forced a major European corporation to pack up and go home. Even after a storm of diplomatic protests from the EU, the ship had to turn around. It sent a chilling message to the industry: In the Mediterranean, a legal license doesn't mean much if you don't have the naval muscle to back it up.
[bookmark: _5ic8kefsfq1e]9.2 The "Fever Dream" Summer of 2020: The Oruç Reis Crisis
If 2018 was a warning shot, the summer of 2020 was a full-blown nightmare scenario. I’m not being dramatic when I say we were just one nervous sonar operator away from an actual war between two NATO members. Turkey sent out the Oruç Reis to do seismic work near the Greek island of Kastellorizo, but they sent it with a massive naval escort, basically a fleet ready for a fight.
Greece didn’t blink. They put their entire navy on high alert. For months, the Mediterranean was basically a parking lot for destroyers and frigates. You had these two massive fleets shadowing each other, so close they could see the whites of each other’s eyes. The absolute peak of this madness was in August, when a Greek frigate (the Limnos) and a Turkish frigate (the Kemal Reis) actually collided. It was a minor scrape, thankfully no one died, but it was the "moment of truth." It showed that the line between a standoff and a bloodbath is paper-thin. When France jumped in by sending fighter jets to support Greece, the whole thing felt like it was about to turn into a much larger European conflict. It proved that in this region, energy isn't just a commodity it’s a fuse.
[bookmark: _ifbj3xdy5um1]9.3 The Israel-Lebanon Deal: A Blueprint for Sanity? (October 2022)
It’s easy to get depressed looking at the warships, but there is one story that actually offers a bit of hope. Look at Israel and Lebanon in late 2022. These are two countries that are, on paper, still at war. They don’t talk, they don’t trade, and they have decades of blood between them. They were fighting over a triangle of water the Karish and Qana fields and it looked like Hezbollah was ready to start launching missiles at gas rigs.
But then, something shifted. Lebanon was staring at a total economic collapse and desperately needed gas money to survive. Israel wanted security so they could pump gas without worrying about their platforms being blown up. They let the U.S. play middleman and actually signed a maritime deal. This is the only successful "exit ramp" we’ve seen so far. It’s a rare win where the need for cash and stability actually beat out ideology and old hatreds. For this committee, the big question is: Can we take that "money over maps" logic and apply it to the rest of the Mediterranean?
[bookmark: _sp16s0svy8x9]9.4 The Long Shadow of the Aphrodite Field (2011-2012)
We also have to remember that this didn't start yesterday. Back in 2011, when Noble Energy found the Aphrodite field, it sparked a modern day gold rush. But it also set the stage for the current mess. As soon as that gas was found, the "tit-for-tat" cycle began. Turkey protested, signed its own deals with Northern Cyprus, and started sending its own ships to the exact same spots. This created a "mirroring" effect that we see today every move by Cyprus is met by a counter-move by Turkey. It’s a wound that has been left open for over a decade, and every year it just gets more infected.
[bookmark: _z8bu10uig8v4]Final Thoughts: Running Out of Room to Maneuver
When you look at these four cases as a single picture, the reality is pretty stark. The Saipem and Oruç Reis stories show that military disaster is not a "low probability" event; it has almost happened twice. On the flip side, the Israel-Lebanon deal shows there is a way out, but it requires a level of pragmatism that we just haven't seen in the Aegean or around Cyprus yet.
The most important thing for the delegates to understand is that in the Eastern Mediterranean, history is never really over. Every drill bit that hits the water is connected to arguments that are fifty years old. We have a massive energy reserve that could help stabilize the global market, but it’s being held hostage by these old fights. If we can't find a way to make cooperation more profitable than saber-rattling, the gas is going to stay in the ground, and the warships are going to keep circling until something truly terrible happens. We are essentially out of time to be polite about this. We need real solutions, and we need them before the next naval collision isn't just a "minor accident."





.




[bookmark: _f14ircvek0p]10. Key Issues: The Blueprint of a Regional Crisis
When you really get into the weeds of the territorial disputes in the Eastern Mediterranean, you quickly start to see that this is not just some boring legal fight over coordinates or some dusty maritime treaties from the last century. It is much more visceral than that, and honestly, it is about history and a very deep, almost painful feeling of being cheated out of what belongs to you as a nation. If you want a simple way to look at it, just imagine a very small and incredibly crowded bathtub where every single person is trying to claim the exact same corner at the exact same time. The main problem, the one that keeps everyone awake at night in places like Athens, Ankara, and Nicosia, is the overlapping claims of Exclusive Economic Zones, or EEZs. According to international law, specifically that UNCLOS treaty that most countries follow like it's a holy book, a nation can claim 200 nautical miles of sea. But the Mediterranean is just too small for that kind of math. You simply can't go 200 miles in any direction without hitting someone else's front porch, and that is where the chaos truly begins.
[bookmark: _k2rb6hz1u7k3]10.1 Territorial Disputes
The biggest and most toxic fight in the region is definitely the one between Turkey, Greece, and the Republic of Cyprus. It is a triangle of tension that has no easy exit, no matter how many diplomats try to fix it. Greece argues that every single one of its islands, and we are talking about thousands of them, even the tiny ones like Kastellorizo which is so close to the Turkish coast you can practically shout across the water to it, should have its own full continental shelf. Greece points to UNCLOS and says the law is clearly on their side. But Turkey finds this absolutely ridiculous and even dangerous for their national security. They argue that a tiny speck of land shouldn't be allowed to cut off a huge mainland country like Turkey from its own sea rights and maritime access. Ankara calls this a geographical injustice and they aren't just talking about it in meetings, they are backing it up with a military doctrine they call the Blue Homeland or Mavi Vatan.
This has created two completely different maps of the Mediterranean that exist at the very same time, like two different realities that can never meet or agree. On one map, the one Athens uses, Greece owns almost everything in the Aegean and Eastern Mediterranean, and on the other, the one Ankara uses, Turkey has a huge slice of the pie. Since Turkey never signed the UNCLOS treaty, they don't feel like they have to play by those specific rules, and that creates a massive legal dead end where nobody can even agree on which court should settle the matter. Then you throw the Cyprus problem on top of it, where the island has been divided since the seventies and both sides are arguing over who gets the gas money before they even figure out how to share the land. These borders aren't just lines to these people, they are symbols of national pride, and that makes compromise feel like a dirty word. If you give an inch in the Mediterranean, the fear is that you will eventually lose an island or your entire access to the sea.
[bookmark: _6rttuk6ki4yt]10.2 Energy Security
Now, if you are wondering why this is blowing up right now, the answer is pretty simple and it has nothing to do with abstract law, it's about energy security. For a long time, Europe was way too comfortable relying on Russian gas. It was cheap, it was reliable, and it worked, but then the war in Ukraine happened and everything changed in a heartbeat. Suddenly, the European Union realized they were in a very dangerous spot and they needed to find new gas as fast as humanly possible just to keep the lights on and the factories running. The Eastern Mediterranean looked like the perfect backup plan because it was close and the reserves were massive. It felt like a gold rush, but a gold rush where everyone is carrying a gun and looking over their shoulder.
But the thing about energy security that most people ignore is that it is not just about having the gas in the ground. It is about being able to move it without someone blowing up the pipe or stopping the ships. This is where the security part is failing miserably. To move that gas, you need billions of dollars for pipelines like the EastMed project, or very expensive terminals. But no private company, not Exxon, not Eni, not Total, is going to spend billions of dollars to build a pipe through waters where warships are playing a game of chicken every single day. If Turkey and Greece are pointing guns at each other, the gas is going to stay under the sea forever. So instead of making Europe safer, these gas discoveries are actually making things more unstable because they are bringing back all these old military rivalries. For countries like Egypt and Israel, this gas is also a lifeline for their economies, so for them, energy security is literally the same thing as staying alive as a nation. It is a high stakes game where if the energy doesn't flow, everything else could fall apart.
[bookmark: _sky49ak5caiz]10.3 Political Tensions
Finally, we have to talk about the pure political drama, which is honestly where the real fighting happens every day. This isn't just about gas prices, it is about history and who gets to be the big boss of the Mediterranean. There is a huge clash of ideologies going on. On one side, you have the EastMed Gas Forum, which is basically a club of countries like Egypt, Israel, Greece, and Cyprus that are all working together and intentionally leaving Turkey out in the cold. Turkey, obviously, feels like it is being bullied and pushed out of its own neighborhood by this group of neighbors who have formed a gang against them.
This feeling of being ignored has led to some really aggressive moves that have made everyone else in the region absolutely furious. For example, Turkey signed a deal with Libya that basically drew a diagonal line across the sea and ignored any Greek islands in the way. It was a massive shock and awe political move that threw the whole region into chaos and nearly started a war in 2020. Then you have outside powers like France and the US jumping in. France has been very loud about backing Greece and has even sent warships to show they aren't joking. The US is trying to be the referee, but even they are struggling to keep the lid on this. These tensions are so deep that even when there is a clear reason to work together and get rich, national pride gets in the way every single time. When you are dealing with things like Blue Homeland or National Sovereignty, a checkbook isn't going to fix the problem. Politics has turned the sea into a chessboard where every drilling ship is a pawn and every warship is a queen. As long as there is no trust, the gas is just a reason to fight rather than a way to thrive.
[bookmark: _cnd7e0owzvvi]10.4 The Arms Race and the Financial Cost
We also have to look at the massive amount of money being thrown into an arms race here. Greece and Turkey are spending billions on new jets and subs that they really shouldn't be buying given their economies. Greece is buying French Rafale jets and frigates, and Turkey is building its own drones and ships at a record pace. This money is being taken away from schools, hospitals, and basic infrastructure just so they can maintain a balance of power in the water. It is a dangerous cycle where the threat becomes a business for defense companies, which means there are powerful groups who actually benefit from the tension staying high. It is a mess, and the people of these countries are the ones paying the bill for a war that hasn't even happened yet.
[bookmark: _8hu1txxr5st0]10.5 Environmental Risks
And let's not even get started on the environmental side, because this is the part that everyone ignores until it is too late. Everyone is so busy fighting over who owns the gas that nobody is talking about what happens if there is a spill. The Mediterranean is a closed sea, it is not the Atlantic. If a rig blows up, the oil doesn't just wash away, it stays there, ruining the beaches in Turkey, Greece, Israel, and Cyprus for a hundred years. This would destroy tourism, which is the actual lifeblood of these countries. But right now, economic greed and national security are pushing those concerns to the very bottom of the list. It is a race to the bottom where the health of the sea is being traded for a few years of energy.
[bookmark: _qwp5wux610f9]10.6 The Diplomacy of Dead Ends
If you look at the attempts at diplomacy, it is even more depressing. The UN has tried, the EU has tried, and Germany has tried to be the good cop, but they always hit the same wall. The wall is that nobody is willing to be the first one to blink. In Athens, if a politician suggests giving up even a tiny bit of maritime space, they are called a traitor by the opposition. In Ankara, the rhetoric is exactly the same. We are stuck in a loop where the only way to win is to make sure the other side loses, and that is the exact opposite of what an energy market needs to function. The IEA is trying to talk about numbers and efficiency, but they are talking to people who are thinking about 500 years of history and military glory. It is a total mismatch of priorities.


[bookmark: _6krjof8umvt1]10.7 The Future
So where does this all end? There are really only two paths forward. The first path is the one we are on right now, which is a slow motion car crash. We keep building up weapons, we keep ignoring the law, and we keep hoping that no one accidentally fires a missile during a naval exercise. But hope is not a strategy. Eventually, someone is going to make a mistake, and then all that gas wealth won't matter because the cost of the war will be ten times higher than the value of the gas.
The second path is what we saw with the Israel Lebanon deal in 2022. It was a miracle, honestly. Two countries that hate each other and don't even recognize each other's existence managed to draw a line and share the gas because they were both desperate for money. That is the only successful blueprint we have. It shows that greed, when used correctly, can actually be a force for peace. If we can get Turkey, Greece, and Cyprus to realize that they are all losing billions of dollars every year by fighting, maybe they will find a way to share. But right now, that seems like a very long shot. The clock is ticking, the ships are circling, and the gas is just sitting there, a trillion dollar treasure that nobody can touch because they are too busy fighting over who gets to hold the key.
In this committee, your job isn't just to repeat your country's talking points. If you do that, you'll just end up in the same dead end we've been in for decades. Your job is to find that one tiny piece of common ground, that one economic incentive that is stronger than five centuries of grudges. It is a massive task, and quite frankly, the world is waiting to see if it is even possible. If it isn't, the Mediterranean is going to stay a powder keg until the inevitable spark finally arrives and blows the whole thing up.
[bookmark: _1p413btgxcnv]11. Questions a Resolution Should Answer
What could the world move towards green energy systems without disturbing the balance in the energy market?

Is it possible to have standard criteria for the ownership of international seas that could please and provide justice for each country?

What could be done in order to bring counter nations together on a diplomatic table?

How could IEA ensure the security of energy sources without disrespecting the sovereignty of supplier countries?

In which ways could the IEA reinforce the rule of law in international seas?


Is providing security of energy transportation lines on borders balancing local and international authorities?

What is ideal for navy borderlines around islands?

What kind of precautions should be taken in order to prevent any conflict in the uncertain lines of sea territory?

How could the IEA prevent civilian actions to raise international tensions?
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